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Background 
HOD 49-2015 considered the proposed “Further actions to be considered” (HOD 49-2015, document 4-26) 
that are also part of the Joint documentation (Annex 3). HOD agreed to keep and update Annex 3 of the Joint 
documentation to reflect the outcome of the meeting regarding future actions, pending clarification of the 
study reservation by Germany on keeping the Annex as well as the specific study reservations by Germany 
on Action 1 and by Denmark on actions 2 and 9. Denmark was requested to clarify the position on action 2 
by 4 January 2016 and the clarification on action 9 will be discussed in the planned intersessional activity to 
elaborate the HELCOM Recommendation on ‘Conservation of Baltic Sea species categorized as threatened 
according to the HELCOM Red List’. 
 
Denmark has informed that they can support the alternative text, but have a few suggestions for minor 
changes to the text. This document contains the Danish proposals with track changes. 
 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to consider this information when discussing the consolidated version of the Joint 
documentation of regional coordination of programmes of measures in the Baltic Sea area (document 3-1). 
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Danish position on the action: ‘Assess the role of [internal nutrient 
reserves] [accumulated nutrients] [stored nutrients] in the Baltic and 
potential management measures’ of the Joint documentation 
 

4.1.2 Assess the role of [internal nutrient reserves] [accumulated nutrients] [stored nutrients] in the Baltic 
and potential management measures1 
Short title: Management of [internal load / endogenous nutrient reserves] 
Short title: Management of [accumulated nutrient loads / stored nutrients] 
HELCOM type of action e 

d 
Type of coordination 2 - Regional measure 
Short description of the 
action / measure 

Transport of nutrients to surface layers from both deep water and 
sediments accentuates and prolongs in the central Baltic Sea and 
potentially also in some coastal waters. The scale and dynamics of the 
problem varies from small coastal basins suffering from hypoxia/anoxia 
to the main deeps of the Baltic Proper. Remedial measures are a 
potential complement to the external load reductions. It is timely to 
examine and evaluate these precautionary measures, because external 
loads as well as inputs of stored nutrients to the productive layer of the 
Baltic Sea are likely to further exacerbate due to climate change.  
The first step consists of a scientific workshop on the state of art 
regarding the nutrient dynamics and management in sediments with the 
aim of formulating questions that need to be answered and understood 
about the nature of stored nutrients, dynamics of their transport to the 
productive layer as well as potential measures to regulate these storages, 
including requirements for Environmental Impact Assessment.  
The second step is mapping significant nutrient stores/stocks and 
appropriate modelling to answer questions identified in the previous 
step, as well as to inform the general public and policy makers.  
The third step is to identify different type of experimental sites and 
methods for prototype scale tests. Furthermore, to investigate the 
environmental, legal, technical and economic challenges that need to be 
taken into account for prototype scale tests and to suggest the design of 
appropriate standardized monitoring strategies for the respective 
types/methods. Description of these challenges should form a basis for 
guidance documents to be used by environmental authorities when 
evaluating future applications to use in situ management methods.  
Available experimental results from prototype scale tests need to be 
evaluated against the benchmarks identified in the third step to inform 
the further development of promising techniques. Both successful and 
failed remedial approaches will inform the technical guidance in the 
‘cookbook -toolbox’. 

Spatial coverage Whole Baltic Sea 
Recommended start and 
duration, if appropriate, of 
action / measure (temporal 
coverage) 

2016-2019 

1 Study reservation by Denmark on this action, which was requested to be clarified by 4 January 2016 

Commented [A1]: DK: It needs to be clearer that this 
action does not include prototype scale tests done by 
HELCOM.  
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Contribution of the action / 
measure to achieve the 
target 

The initiative contributes to the reaching of good environmental status in 
regard eutrophication. 

Proposed activities for 
implementation (very 
briefly) 

HELCOM initiates an activity under PRESSURE group to accomplish the 
objectives set out in the description. 

Obstacles to implementation 
(at regional and CP level) 

Lack of resources for implementation, including the involvement of 
scientists, environmental layers or engineers. 
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